The Story of British Diplomacy
Russian Government at St Petersburg and to their ambassador in London, Bestuchoff, secured the accession of the Czarina Elizabeth, Peter the Great's daughter, to the Treaty of Westminster.
We have now (1756) reached the period of the Seven Years' War. The preoccupation of Europe with this contest was the elder Pitt's opportunity for creating or establishing the modern empire of Great Britain. This therefore is the place in which briefly to explain the leading features of the European situation so far as it concerns the foreign policy of England.
The Western world had divided itself between the support of England or France. It was, in fact, a duel between those two Powers. At the same time the responsibilities in which the treaty system of Europe had involved the neighbouring states made it impossible that the struggle should be confined to the two competitors for supremacy. The tradition of English diplomatic ascendancy, established by Robinson at Vienna, had proved too weak for the skill and resources of French statesmanship. Nor ought Robinson's colleagues, successors or employers to have been surprised by Maria Theresa's exchange of an English for a French alliance. Nothing but tact on Robinson's part amounting to genius kept the empress from breaking with England after the Pelhams had forced on her the surrender of Silesia; and, though he nominally occupied the embassy till 1763, Robinson, between 1748 and 1756, seems to have been mostly absent from the Austrian court. Between the " Devil" of Prussia and the "deep sea" of Turkey, Maria Theresa had been driven by the diplomatic remissness of her English ally into the Versailles treaty with Louis XV.